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The Contribution of Andhras to English Journalism
There are a good number of eminent Andhra Journalists that contributed to English
journalism, but strangely English journals and newspapers started by the Andhras did not last
long until recent times.
The first English weekly started by a Telugu man was Crescent (1846). The founder,
Gajula Laxminarasu Chetty (1806-1868), ran it for two decades and ail through he was bold
enough to present the realities to the then authorities. Nyapati Subba Rao(l858-I901), a
leader who earned the title, 'Andhra Bhishma', was one of the founders of The Hindu (1878).
Andhra Kesari T. Prakasam founded an English daily, Swarajya, in 1921, to propagate the
ideals of Gandhiji and to strengthen the National movement. Prakasam toured extensively
both in India and abroad to collect donations for the daily's sustenance and was said to have
invested nearly one crore of rupees for the purpose, including his entire property. It could
create an awareness in the public regarding the freedom struggle, its significance mainly lay in
the fact that it produced journalists who later became eminent in the field * like G.V. Krlpanidhl,
Khasa Subba Rao, Kotamraju Rama Rao, Kolavennu Ramakoteswara Rao and Kunduri Iswara
Dutt.
Vavilla Venkateswara Sastry (1885*1956), a veteran publisher, started a periodical, Federated
India (1927), edited by K. Vyasa Rao. It mainly published articles on literature and its
contributors included C.R. Reddy and K.R. Sreenivasa lyengar.
Sir C.Y. Chlntamani (1880*1941), one of the leading journalists of India, was associated
as an editor with The Telugu Harp (Vizlanagararn) and Vizag Spectator (Vlsakhapatnam). He
was the founder-editor of Indian Herald, which was wound up soon due to financial tosses.
He later became the editor of Indian People (Allahabad), Leader (founded by Madan Mohan
Malviya), Indian Daily Mall (Bombay), etc.
Dr. Bhogaraju Pattabhi Seetharamaiah (1880-1959), the well-known freedom fighter and
the chronicler of the History of the National Congress, founded Janma BhOmi, an English
weekly (Masullpatam ; 1919) and Indian Republic, a daily from Madras.
Another stalwart in the field of English journalism was Kotamraju Punnalah (1885-1948).
He started his career as an assistant editor in New Times which later became Sind Observer
(Karachi) and edited it for 27 years. His brother, Rama Rao (1899*1965), first joined the
New Times as a correspondent. As he attached greater importance to nationlist ideals and
self-respect than to his remuneration, he had to frequently shift from one newspaper to the"
other. When Nehru was starting the National Herald, Mahatma Gandhi recommended Rama
Rao to be appointed as its editor. G.V. Krlpanidhi, after the closure of Swarajya, edited
Hindustan Times (Delhi) along with Devadas Gandhi and finally retired from Deccan Herald
(Bangalore).